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EUROPEAN HANDBOOK ON
EQUALITY DATA

ADVANCING FAIRNESS IN THE AGE OF AI

The Handbook is a shared reference tool
that helps improve cooperation,
consistency, and accountability among
key actors—like CSOs, law enforcement,
courts, and policymakers. Its flexible
approach can be adapted to different
countries while supporting a unified
European perspective.

As discrimination in the EU becomes more complex and interconnected, reliable equality
data is more important than ever. At the same time, the use of AI and OSINT tools in
decision-making raises concerns: without safeguards, these technologies can worsen
existing biases.

The European Handbook on Equality Data helps address these challenges. It offers clear,
practical guidance that is methodologically sound, legally based, and adaptable to
different countries and institutions, supporting better equality data practices across
Europe.



The Handbook helps key actors, such as
CSOs, police, courts, and policymakers,
collaborate more effectively and stay
accountable. It can be adapted to each
country while maintaining a shared European
approach.

It also provides practical tools, like data
indicators, common formats, and ethical
guidelines, to support institutions in using
data and technology responsibly, promoting
inclusion, and combating discrimination
across the EU.

At the same time, the Handbook
acknowledges that implementation can be
challenging. Differences in laws, limited
resources, and cultural sensitivities, such as
discussing race, religion, or sexual
orientation, can make equality data
collection difficult for some countries, CSOs,
and local authorities.
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The Handbook provides practical,
adaptable tools to harmonize equality data
across the EU. It supports EU and national
policies, promotes responsible use of AI
and OSINT, and helps turn data into a tool
for inclusion and fairness, in line with the
EU’s commitment to fundamental rights.
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